[Current treatment of primary and secondary pneumothorax].
The treatment of a primary or secondary spontaneous pneumothorax remains controversial and many therapeutic options exist. In the event of a first episode of pneumothorax, should the patient be treated by observation, aspiration or thoracic drainage? For patients undergoing a thoracoscopic intervention for a spontaneous pneumothorax which is the best technique to treat the lung and parietal pleura? What are the results of thoracoscopy compared to thoracotomy and are the costs comparable? The optimal treatment for a first episode of pneumothorax remains to be determined. As there are only a limited number of patients in the published randomised controlled studies only grade B or C recommendations can be given. This is also true for the treatment of the lung and parietal pleura during a thoracoscopic intervention. Most authors advise that an apical pleurectomy is performed. With regard to results and cost of thoracoscopy compared to thoracotomy, conflicting results have been published and definite conclusions cannot be drawn. As large randomised prospective studies are not available regarding the treatment of pneumothorax only grade B or C recommendations can be given.